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05So from now, the grains will be unloaded in Medinipur. From there, trucks will go
directly to other places...

BJP LEADER DILIP GHOSH 
AS THE MOVEMENT OF HEAVY TRUCKS CARRYING GRAINS OVER THE WEAK KANSAI BRIDGE WOULD ALSO PUT PRESSURE ON THE BRIDGE

Division  Bench  sets  aside
Single  Bench  order: A Divi-
sion Bench of Calcutta
High Court today set aside
the ruling of a single Be-
nch of Justice Abhijit Gan-
guly upholding the notifi-
cation issued by the West
Bengal Board of Primary
Education in September
2022, which allowed those
successful candidates of
TET, who were admitted
to D.El.Ed course to take
part in counseling process.
The Division Bench struck
off the ruling of Justice
Gangopadhyay after a gro-
up of aspirants had moved
the HC challenging the sin-
gle Bench order.  SNS

Session  on  delayed  pay-
ments  &  recovery  for
MSME: The MSME Develop-
ment Forum, West Bengal
Chapter, along with EIRC
of ICAI organized a progra-
mme on a session on dela-
yed payments and recov-
ery for MSMEs on Tuesday.
The event was attended
by MLA Vivek Gupta, Mam-
ta Binani, president of MS-
ME Development Forum,
Bengal, Ashok Ghosh,
deputy-director (HQ) of
MSME, WB and others. SNS

Regulation  of  trains  in
Sealdah  division:  The East-
ern Railway announced
cancellation of a few
trains under Sealdah divi-
sion from 12-18 April. The
cancellation comes follow-
ing commissioning of a
double line between Son-
dalia and Lebutala and sig-
nalling work between Leb-
utala and Malatipur sta-
tions in Barasat-Hasnabad
sections. The ER said all
train services between
Barasat and Hasnabad will
remain suspended for 47
hours from 17 April. SNS

Covid mock drill at MR Ban-
gur Hospital in Kolkata on
Tuesday.SNS

THUMBNAILS
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I
n view of hot and dis-
comforting weather which
is likely to prevail from 10-
15 April, the West Bengal

government has issued an
advisory requesting people to
avoid heat exposure and wear
lightweight, light-coloured
loose cotton clothes.

It has further requested the
people to cover their heads,
use umbrellas or hats. 

Drink sufficient water even
if you are not thirsty to avoid
dehydration. 

Those who work outdoors
have been requested to avoid
direct sunlight from 11a.m. to
4p.m. Schedule strenuous
jobs at cooler times of the day. 

Those who work outdoors
have been advised to increase
the frequency and length of
rest breaks. 

People have been advised
to consult doctors if there

are signs of heat stroke, heat
rash, heat cramps along with
weakness, dizziness, headache,
nausea and sweating.

The advisory said dry
weather will prevail and mete-
orological conditions suggest
that maximum temperature
is expected to rise by 2-3
degrees Celsius  during the next
five days. 

Hot and discomfort level
is very likely in the next five

days and elderly people with
chronic diseases have been
advised to stay indoors dur-
ing the day and parents are
requested not to take the
infants during the day between
11am and 4pm.

State government has
instructed all the civic bod-
ies to take appropriate steps
to combat the hot and humid
weather that is going to per-
sist between 10-15 April.

Accordingly, New Town
Kolkata Development Author-
ity (NKDA) has taken steps to
ensure that all the water ATMs
work well. 

A water camp will be set up
in Sector V, the state’s biggest
IT hub where thousands of
people come from Kolkata
and neighbouring districts.
Water will be kept in earthen
pitchers so that it remains both
cool and hygienic.
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A visibly annoyed chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee has
asked the city commissioner
of police Vineet Kumar Goyal
to find out whether an indi-
vidual or a group had uploaded
a picture in the social media
showing a photo with caption:
“I love Keoratala.”

Keoratala, is a crematori-
um in Kalighat area and used
by people, who reside on the
southern part of the city.

Many feel the photo and
caption is a meme on the
various civic bodies using
the slogan “I love ward so
and so”.

The meme of that slogan
was uploaded on social media
last week. Thousands of peo-
ple had criticized Miss Baner-
jee without verifying it. The
CPM and BJP supporters
reacted sharply to the fake pic-
ture to criticize the CM.

Miss Banerjee had said
over and again that the oppo-
sition parties put up fake
videos sometimes to disturb
communal peace and har-
mony and to propagate slan-
der or malign individuals.

Keoratala is the burning
ghat in south Kolkata whose
official name is Mysore Gar-
den. Burning ghat is the place
where people go to mourn for
their near and dear ones.
After becoming the chief min-

ister Miss Banerjee had devel-
oped the area and the mourn-
ers’ corner has been renovated.
There is an arrangement for
drinking water and toilets.

But never a board saying: “I
love Keoratala” was put up at
the crematorium, a senior
official of Kolkata Municipal
Corporation said.

TARUN GOSWAMI
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A museum to highlight the free-
dom movement in India and
the role of Chandannagar in
it will be set up inside Chan-
dannagar College, said
Debashis Sarkar, principal of
the college.

Chandannagar College is
the country's only educational
institution that had remained
closed from 1908-31 in view
of the revolutionary activi-
ties. Though it was a French
colony that became a part of
India in 1950, the college had
to remain closed due to the
pressure put by the British
government.

There are 18 revolutionar-
ies, who were either born in
the city or took shelter or
spent most of their years in
Chandannagar for their rev-
olutionary activities.

The museum will be set up
in a building set up by the
French, 200 years ago. The

West Bengal Heritage Com-
mission declared the building
as a heritage building and the
state public works depart-
ment thoroughly repaired the
structure, said Mr Sarkar, who
took the initiative to set up the
museum. Once the museum
is set up, it will be the only edu-
cational institution in the
country that will have a free-
dom movement museum.

Sri Aurobindo left Kolkata
and stayed in Chandannagar
from where he left for
Pondicherry (now Puducher-
ry) where he stayed till the
last.Rashbehari Bose had left
for Japan and set up the Indi-
an National Army (INA). He
later made Netaji as the com-

mander-in-chief of INA. Bose
was born in Chandannagar. A
statue of Bose will be kept at
the museum.

The other revolutionaries
were Motilal Roy, in whose
house Sri Aurobindo stayed for
quite some time. Then there
was Charu Chandra Roy.
Kanailal Dutta, who was hanged
for killing Narendra Goswami,
had become an approver in the
Alipore  bomb case. The oth-
ers were Shreesh Chandra
Ghosh, Basanta Kumar Bandy-
opadhyay, Narendranath
Bandyopadhyay, Upendranath
Bandyopadhyay, Suneeti
Ghosh, Tinkori Mukhopad-
hyay, Suhasini Ganguly,
Makhanlal Ghosal, Jyotish
Chandra Ghosh, Heerandra
Kumar Chattopadhyay, Dee-
nesh Chandra Majumdar and
Kaleecharan Ghosh.

The British government
had set up the sedition com-
mittee, under Justice Rowlatt
to find out why educated Ben-
gali youths had joined the

revolutionary movement. In
the report, the names of sev-
eral revolutionaries who had
either born or took shelter in
Chandannagar have been
mentioned.

Mr Sarkar said the college
has set up a Centre for Heritage
Studies. The Centre will look
after the museum that will high-
light the history and cultural
heritage of the region which
is often called mini-Europe as
well as various other aspects
of indigenous literary and cul-
tural history.

The centre will conduct a
survey of the important his-
torical and archaeological
monuments. It has also offered
a certificate course on heritage
studies.

Mr Sarkar maintained that
all old furniture that had been
dumped in the college have
been repaired and are being
used. The podium in the audi-
torium is nearly 200-year-old.
The repairing of the building
is underway, he pointed out.
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In a major decision, Ramakr-
ishna Mission authorities at
Belur Math have allowed
women to take part in musi-
cal soirees and sing, accom-
panied by recitation at the
Ramakrishna Mission Insti-
tute of Culture, Gol Park.

This, a first in RKM Gol-
park, was not the practice
till now. Even at Swamiji’s
ancestral house, which is a
branch centre of RKM,
women were not allowed to
take part in cultural shows.

However, the songs and
musical programmes should
be held in parity with the phi-
losophy and ideology of
Ramakrishna Mission, the
decision mentions.

So long, women could
take part in seminars and
workshops and deliver
speeches but were not
allowed to take part in musi-
cal conferences. Scholars
like professor Rama Chowd-
hury, Marie Louis Burke,
Kapila Vatsayan, professor
Nilanjana Sanyal took part
in seminars and workshops
and delivered talks at RKM,
Gol Park.

In the history of RKM, Gol
Park, Swami Nityaswarup-
nandaji had invited actors
Gurudas Banerjee and Molia
Devi to take part in a one-
act play. Again, Swami
Lokeswaranandaji as the
secretary of RKM Gol Park,
had invited famous singer
Vani Jairam to sing songs in
Vivekananda Hall.

Because of this age-old
convention, vocalists like
Kishori Amonkar or Subha
Mudgal could not take part
in the musical programme
which was held on Swami
Vivekananda’s birthday on
12 January at Gol Park.

There was resentment
among some people over this
age-old practice. They even
thought of informing the
ministry of culture about this.
However, the decision by
RKM authorities has put to
rest all such speculations.

Govt advisory to civic
bodies after Met heat alert
Advisory notes maximum temperature expected to rise by 2-3 Celsius in next 5 days
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Aspirants of central gov-
ernment jobs in the city
have good news. Over 250
youths are to get the appoint-
ment to central government
jobs in various ministries this
week. The appointments
will be under the Rozgar
Mela in Kolkata, which is
going to be organized on 13
April at Dr BC Roy Audito-
rium of Eastern Railway at
Sealdah.

According to the rail-
ways, the Rozgar Mela is
expected to act as a catalyst
in further employment gen-
eration and provide oppor-
tunities to the youth for
their empowerment in
national development. 

The appointees will also
get an opportunity to train
themselves through Kar-
mayogi Prarambh.

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 11 APRIL 

The joint forum of the West
Bengal government employ-
ees, spearheading the move-
ment against non-payment
of dearness allowance arrears
by the state government, was
upset over postponement of
a crucial hearing in the mat-
ter at the Supreme Court on
Tuesday.

However, the joint forum
representatives announced
that while waiting for the
next course of hearing in the
matter scheduled on 24 April,
they will continue with their
other forms of movements in
the matter till their demands

are fulfilled.
The hearing in this matter

was supposed to take place
before the apex court's divi-
sion bench of Justice Dinesh
Maheshwari and Justice San-
jay Kumar on Tuesday. How-
ever, the hearing was again
postponed till 24 April.

Admitting that the repeat-
ed postponement of hearing
in the matter at the apex
court might bring about some
frustration among the agitating
employees, Debaprasad
Halder, of the joint forum, said
that from the previous verdicts
in the matter including that
of the Calcutta High Court, it
is clear that the state gov-
ernment's argument on this

matter does not hold much
ground. “So, our appeal to
them is to hold patience since
ultimately the victory will be
ours,” he said.

Meanwhile, after a division
bench of Calcutta High Court
advised theBengal governme-
nt to arrange a solution me-
eting with the agitators by 17
April, the joint forum has agr-
eed to send a three-member
delegation for the meeting.

However, the forum has set
three pre-conditions for the
meeting - withdrawal of the
state government petition at
the apex court challenging the
verdict of a division bench 
of Calcutta High Court last 
year.

Museum on freedom fighters to come up at Chandannagar

‘I love Keoratala’ pic and caption fake: Mamata

DA crisis: Joint forum ‘upset’ SC
hearing postponed, to continue stir

Women can 
now be part of
musical events
at RKM Gol Park

(L-R) As the city feels the heat, curd is much in demand to fend off the temperature, while a dog
enjoys a ride on a hot summer day. BISWAJIT GGHOSHAL

250 youths to get
central govt jobs
at Rozgar Mela
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Housing and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(HIDCO), in partnership
with Powerbank, has set up
the state's largest public fast-
charging hub for electric
vehicles at New Town.

Powerbank is a fast EV
charging network owned by
Shuchi Anant Virya, who will
establish an EV charging
network in West Bengal and
eastern India.

The EV charging hub is
located near Biswa Bangla
Convention Centre and Cafe
Ekante on 1,150 sqm of land.
The EV charging hub is capa-
ble of fast-charging of 25
vehicles at the same time with
25 GB/T connector guns.
Further expansion will allow
50-75 vehicles to enjoy fast-
charging and slow-charg-
ing facilities. Senior officials
of HIDCO along with their
counterparts from various
organizations and E- Mobil-
ity space were present at the
inaugural ceremony.

A senior official of HIDCO
said, “The inauguration of the
state of the art EV charging
hub marks a significant mile-
stone in our efforts towards
promoting sustainable and
green mobility in West Ben-
gal. The facility is a great
addition to our state’s infra-
structure and will encourage
more people to switch to
electric vehicles.”

Rajneesh Agrawal, CEO of
Powerbank said, “We are
thrilled to inaugurate this
state-of-the-art EV charg-
ing hub in Kolkata in part-
nership with WBHIDCO.”

New Town is the first
township where electric
buses were introduced near-
ly three years ago. The West
Bengal government has
decided to introduce around
1000 e-buses in the next two
years. Senior state govern-
ment officials and some min-
isters are using e-vehicles now.

SUBHENDU MAITI
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Losing the status of a nation-
al party, ruling Trinamul Con-
gress seems to be in a disad-
vantageous position, partic-
ularly ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections in 2024.

While reacting to the Elec-
tion Commission of India’s
(ECI) drastic decision to with-
draw the recognition of a
national party tag from the
TMC, veteran MP Sougata
Roy said on Monday night: “We
would explore legal options
to challenge the ECI move
against our party.”

In significant decisions,
the ECI on Monday recognised
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) as a
national party and withdrew
this recognition given to the
Nationalist Congress Party, CPI
and Trinamul Congress.

In other decisions, the poll
panel gave recognition to
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) as a state party in Naga-
land and Tipra Motha Party
was recognised as a state
party in Tripura. Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi has been dere-
cognised as a state party in
Andhra Pradesh.

The poll panel also with-
drew the state party status of

Rashtriya Lok Dal in Uttar
Pradesh and of Revolutionary
Socialist Party in West Bengal.

The Voice of the People
Party got recognition as a
state party in Meghalaya.

Tipra Motha Party, Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) and
Voice of the People Party got
recognition as state parties
based on their recent per-
formance in the Assembly
polls earlier this year in Tripu-
ra, Nagaland and Meghalaya,
respectively.

Some political analysts in
the city felt that the ruling Tri-
namul Congress suffered a set-
back at the backdrop when the
party, headed by Mamata Ba-
nerjee is projecting it as a prime
anti-BJP force in the nation-
al politics ahead of the gen-
eral elections in the country. 

Trinamul Congress is all set
to face major disadvantages,
they felt adding that the party

would be recognized as a
state party following the com-
mission’s decision.

1. It would be difficult for
Trinamul Congress to get
back the national status before
2033 when the ECI would
form a new list of national and
state parties. List of national
parties is formed every 10
years.

2. From now, Trinamul
Congress won’t be mentioned
there in the top of the list of
few front-ranking national
parties in EVM or ballot
papers.

3. Trinamul Congress may
not be allowed to use the tag
‘All India’.

4. ECI is no more bound
to invite Trinamul Congress
in any meeting called by the
commission to discuss issues
related to polls.

5. Losing national status,
the TMC may find problems
in connection with its elec-
tion funds.

6. Trinamul Congress may
lose its significance in nation-
al politics in elections sched-
uled in coming years.

Trinamul Congress was
formed on 1 January, 1998 after
Mamata Banerjee left Congress
to form her own political
platform.
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Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee will inaugurate
Dhanadhanye auditorium
at Alipore on Thursday.

Built at an estimated
cost of Rs 440 crore, the con-
struction work began in
2017. It should have been
completed within 40 mo-
nths but because of Covid
pandemic, it missed the
deadline. 

The state-of-the-art audi-
torium is shaped like a
conch which has been des-
igned by the chief minister.
The auditorium is 510 feet
in length and 210 feet in wi-
dth. The six-floor auditori-
um has two meeting halls
with a capacity of 2,000

seats and 540 seats respec-
tively. There is also a street
theatre facility with seating
capacity of 300. There will
be a banquet, food court and
car parking arrangements
on the ground floor. It was
learnt that 250 vehicles
could be parked on the gro-
und floor.

The idea to set up the
auditorium was mooted by
Miss Banerjee, a dream pro-
ject for her. After coming to
power the biggest audito-
rium that had been con-
structed was Biswa Bangla
Convention Centre in New
Town. Bengal Global Busi-
ness Summit was held here
and the capacity of the
main auditorium is 3,000,
which is the highest in any
auditorium in the country.

CM to open plush auditorium
at Alipore on Thursday

TMC on back foot after 
losing national party status

E-vehicle charging
centre comes up
at New Town

Aam aadmi party celebration
in Kolkata.BISWAJIT GGHOSHAL
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